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f‘: 1. One of tue éa_:x',trm'lpai dangers of interruptina
tha progran ef'bambing the DEV lles in the interpretatlon |
the other slde :-.:igh‘t pot oo au}.:h 8 move.  The pmuenﬁ |
salf-irposed 1imits na these bombings rust suggest to
 thg Communiots that U9 poliey 1§ u1r¢ady opexnting ﬁndﬁr
coﬁﬁiderﬁhl@ restralints. .i#'thesa barhings were aiﬁp1yvl,‘ -
launpenf!ed 5 thay might helleve thﬂtr thelr ovn estimtes |
nnd convictions warciheing porne out, that U3 deﬁé:ﬁiﬁan
tion and w111 power wars wsméceni:ﬁg uniter the piﬂsmm' of
Corsmunist thieats and éf 1atefnatienal naa'US dameatic
nrtuion. They might‘thiuk thet, by taldng DS FUper- |
fletal and minlzal Pdlitical moves, thoy oowld efiectiveiy%f'
t1c wp the UM in aebatés and arguments about negotletlng, -
thereby radsing the politicel écét of 8 reswmption a? alr

strikes, And in facy 1% rould not bz casy Tor tha hﬂ w0

regvng A%s adrikes.
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kB Put tha hothlogy axe a peeas, not an and ia.
thameelran, and 1€ they cormtiname wiltheut interrupsion

thole ofTecbvenssd as 4 wwana ray in fact never bo
tastedle Thls 4s beesazo 3% 1e payebhologleonlly and
ol dealdy very AIPSLoult for the IBY Lo azxea to any
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2y hcmberdment.  find whdle atsikes

arcabtntlons il

poony Sher norbhern pert of the cowstry would ncresse tho

e angued thet ons way to tect
Commuwilot Antantions vould Lo tegporarily ta hulf ﬁm
Portbings bofore ertunding them to northera Horth ¥ielrom,

How trhes U8 prosmmizd such a pause wonld bHe lnportent in

it oif2ctlvenans, Xa poartialdar, 1% would be feporiont

ey horkiy e Jlowghn W s 20l tha Componlats

inteyr.
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to chagsy Doiveen seme deares of sccommodation. or 6.
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grevter US ooromitoent end hesvisy punlchoent of tho

porth,

5. I, ander the

na elrowmintances, thae Crrmnriots

ohove e negntilate, the B3 vould bave come high cad

viden vore not avelindle in Februmzsy;. 5‘.':, would hmuvo
demonntrated 1ts resdiness 4o bomd tho DIV, to commit
US forces, mnd €0 ptay in the game. If they dealined |
to negotiste ov pused clesrily unacceptable pox;ﬂitim»s,

then tha U3 wvould be in sone respects in o stronper

ad,  This
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toterantilonel rosition vhen the bombinga res

woudd b ovon rore tyue ‘{*‘ {ha W2 ..b.lm\ncf{ it epented

cifensive during such a rause. In s.‘f':".v,:':“tp the pavse

would put various spoculations and eatimntes of Communiot
ude

nttity

+ o the teat end might 4n certaln respuchd

stresgthon the US internationsl position.
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evidence, bogiudng dn cardy Apeil, thad the RV hng

To  Imh Anrll, 4t woa mpnouncsd that the DWW

comacl) of Mindsters had meb and dlnoiosed "the pew

pitwation £nd roev te W ey woathlag of vhat
mlicins poy kave beon gdopted, bud w’memmen* wen*a
sugnest that ths DX’V roy have dacidsd to move (ﬁlc_a{pr

to g nogotinting position. Oaes lwmediste resvlt xm:é

& rerhufle of the LV cehinet, oot dleclosed uatid

T Aprld, with a e Foreien Hininter, ﬁ‘;i“,} o Duy Trinh.
He 1w thowwdi $o be more c;wgmthe* o to the WISY than
L1y prédecessor aﬁd wad Anclu '6 in the delegstion sent
to Mogeow oo 10 Auril. It wonld be o ywvmsble nove
1% negotinticun were amtir:ipatefi » to mare such a change

in Forelden Minlate

0. O equal cimificsnce was the meeting of
Fntional Ansembly snd the sy»cum o Promlex I"‘h&ﬂ

Van Pong {@ediverad cn 8 fneld aw‘i redenpaid the t*wlf‘ﬁh'} 3

whlch ofTaped A i.r«po L plen to e "mecognived” os
the Tuale of the v':,t sl f‘:v»
recowoning A sonfareate on the Qonewa pattemn.  Ths paln




wowes Lho faldure to atate,

Voo WL Hind hed done o oy dnyes enrdler, thet U9

irhdraual wvns & odeint ovseeniition Tor ,c*ttorn

o Besaniiidlle, the U seenad 4o be reviving
core welition) ltiatdivas vhileh bad been #tellsd sinee
cavly Noarehe O3 Lpvldi It propoassd to the UL thet
ey B3 cowgebalraen ra?l & t‘:)*)f‘wvnce ¢a Cacbodia _ '
Shortly thewweaftay Grov:w‘cu » uho h&d Just €eld th

French that Southesst fusinn pmblmis mnould nol e

dlacorzed dueing his vislt to I'n ria, revarwe his

5 unllkely that the USSR would hwve

]
[#]
e
[
£¥
=
o
%
~

b oweves without & green dight from fansl, since

At was penaraldy wodersioed thoi 8 Cambodlan cor

ramee:
emild be wsed for comiscebz oo Vietman., The proposal Tox
thie confurence vas approved ip the Soviel-DRV communicue
et the ond of the seeret talks ia Moscow {18 April).

Flnally, warious %"1«, nava elafieed that the UV hae

rore £lexible on negotlations and that Uoviet
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mave hombidogs off the fo 300 0 paues, ere peeded tol

oroiees o vALMinmaeut So nogahlis
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we O the otior hand,

3% way be fhot eontimetion or intenaification of the
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Taybinzgs venld be dnhs wted i Peaol or Moscow as

6 gt v peeead movies, $m vhich canse tha congsegquesices
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11, The tialsg and clrcwsstasnces of ény inter~
ruyption of hermding of the DRV cowdd b crucial mcmﬁ.
Na poeted ebove, the crosn currenty oo the Cm‘m;snint nic‘,é
puopgest that 6 pause in tha mesr fybore mignt be wells
flmed, XL omey be, bhowsver, tmt nny poure would be
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eotive only 1€ Hanol were convincad, by word or Qeed
vi i » VY 2

chat the U3 was v3lling $o bosb the nodthera DRV 1f need

w

be.  Otlmrwice, the Commumnlsts mipght conelude that the
U3 bombings in the esuthera gart of the DRV hnd ros theirx
couran end that the U5 vas grestly reluctent to expand

the war ond boee nortlaard in the DRV,

17, A pore fameiilate, factsr in the Lindoe of &

ymass 1o the poscible roelaties bobtusen U5 echics and

the taotics of the VO, partiendarly @ chenceoe of 6 major
.
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ofteasive fa tue moay Dglure,  Susgension of bowbings

of the W 4 Ghe waks of & supcesoeful YD offensive

would ook ike wvenlness. O the otner band, a puuse

it thoe VO bad o

2 a olgnificsnt defeat wight
Bring the DRV ond VO fo the ncgotdating tavle. X

sha 5U hud pot yob sthacked, the U5 pove might Ioidbis

their plapa. I tho YO stteched after tho bombing had

Baen euapended, 1t would place the US in 8 sirdngar
poaltlon o Juotify 4he resumption and expansion of

the bodhlnga,

FOR TS F0ARD OF MINTTMIAT, ROTINATES:

SEETHAN KENT

Chninmn

Divtediballon:
0 &1L - ey
I - DI
i - DDI
Lo Mr. Colby, DDP
Yo~ AR/
1o AD/MK
- O,
~ ONE /T

Is i
- -t
H

Sy IR T T e g




